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“kre you one of the members of a congre- 
tion who takes the appearance of the choir 
worship services as just a matter of course?” 
‘editorial in the Detroit Free Press recently 
ced. “Or do you, once in a while at least, 
the time to consider what must go on 
re choristers move from the measured 
d of the processional to a place in the 
loft? Don’t take your choir for granted.” 
festival seasons, the editorial stated, 
ch choirs work the hardest and longest 
perfect their offerings. 
Urging appropriate recognition of choir 
rectors, singers, and organists, the writer 
dded: “Generation after generation choirs 
ve added rich melody and beauty to the 
tual of worship in churches of most faiths. 
‘great cathedral or lowly mission, whether 
ers are of the greatest talent or merely 
| untrained voice in musical devotion, 
al music has inspired mankind and filled 
eat human need.” — 
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For every hour a choir singer or director 
appears before a congregation, the editorial 
noted, “there are many times that hour spent 
Every phase of the choral 
presentation is carefully worked out. 

“Collectively the choirs constitute a devoted 
servant of the church. They deserve the whole- 
hearted support of the congregations.” ‘a 

When did you last thank God for your 
church choir? When did you speak words of 
encouragement to those who lead and perform 
this service to Him? 

In the Lutheran Church what group can best 
teach and carry the lead in the sturdy hymns 
and noble melodies of the 16th-century Refor- 
mation? What person gives a better example 
of devotion and loyalty than a faithful choir 
member? To whom may the worshiper look 
for godly and fitting music but to organist, 
director, and choir? Who carries the responsi- 
bility for high musical standards? 

When the pastor chooses a hymn that — 
echoes his message but finds the tune difficult _ 
to sing, whom can he count on to lead the way _ 
in congregational singing? Who but a trained 
choir can so well guard the treasury of hymns, — 
churchly melodies, and rich settings of service — 
orders? 

When popular but shallow songs threaten 
the survival of excellent Christian hymns, what — 
task force can best show their superior quali- — 
ties? To teach the timid worshiper to follow, — 
the child to sing along, the self-conscious to — 
overcome a complex—what group can best — 
serve? It’s the choir! Thank God for your — 
choir! ; 
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THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


News and Notes 


Pastor Paul G. Rasmussen 


OBITUARY 

Pastor Paul G. Rasmussen of Neenah, 
Wis., passed away Jan. 19, by a heart 
attack. He was born July 7, 1907, at 
Boston, Mass. the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Panduro Rasmussen. He got his High 
School training at Boston. Then he 
studied two years at Dana College. 
He studied further at Capital Uni- 
versity, Columbus, Ohio where he 
graduated in 1930. He studied theology 
at Trinity Seminary and got his degree 
there in 1933. He was ordained in 1933 
and had his first charge at Kimballton, 
Iowa. After three years he was call- 
_ ed to Chicago. During his seven years 

of service there, Siloam and Geth- 

semane churches were united. In 1943 
_ Pastor Rasmussen entered the military 
_chaplaincy. Three years later he a- 
gain came back to Chicago, but after 
one year he accepted a call to serve 
_ St. Mary’s Luth. Church at Kenosha, 
_ Wis. In 1951 he accepted a call to 
_ Neenah, Wis. During his pastorate 
* there a new church has been built and 
the membership of the congregation 
doubled. The church has about 700 
_ baptized members now. 
_ He was married to Miss Lillie Peter- 
sen in 1934. They have a son, Paul Jr., 
a student at St. Olaf College. 
_ Pastor Rasmussen has served the 
. synod in several important offices. 
_ He has been a member of the school 
_ board, district president of Wisconsin, 
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and he was appointed a member on 
the Commission of Evangelism in The 
A.L.C. 

We remember Pastor Rasmussen 
when he as a student won the love 
and affection of the church at Mon- 
treal, which he served 10 weeks while 
we made a trip to Denmark. He was 
also a good writer, but during the la: 
years he declined to write, because his 
heart was not very strong. 

His wife and son as well as his 
aged father survive him. 

Blessed be his memory! 


Hamlin, Iowa. In this village with 
a population of 120 people, about 90% 
of the families are members of Hamlin 
Lutheran Church, the only church in 
the village. However, a majority of 
the members of the church live in sur- 
rounding rural homes. 


In 1958 a new modern and attractive 
parsonage was erected and the base- 
ment of the church was remodeled 
and enlarged. Also a new organ, a 
Baldwin Orgasonic, was purchased. It 
added much to the festivity of our 
Christmas morning service as it was 
used then for the first time. 


Past. Ingward M. Andersen has re- 
cently resigned, and will retire after 
about 44 years in the ministry. He 
and Mrs. Andersen plan to make their 
home in Brush, Colo. Hamlin con- 


gregation has not yet secured a new 
pastor. 


Racine, Wis. The Rey. E. F. Bondo 
was installed as pastor of Our Savior's 
Lutheran Church Feb. Ist. District 
president, Pastor A. S. Petersen, of- 
ficiated. The congregation adopted a 
budget for 1959 of $56,268.00 


Racine, Wis. Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church, Karl J. Wilhelmsen, pastor, 
reports a baptized membership of 1250. 
Pastor Axel M. Andersen of Webster 
Groves, Mo., conducted a Preaching 
Mission in the church, Feb. 1-2-3. 


Audubon, Iowa. Pastor Erhardt Niel- 
sen will get assistance in the form 
of a student intern or an older pastor 


according to the annual report of the 
church. 


The Home Mission Board meets at 
Chicago Feb. 24-25. 


ligious News Service, 


Much of our news is received from Re-« 


and th 
Bureau of the National Lutheran pric 


Bethany Lutheran Church during 
vacancy. His address is 603% 6th A 
West, Spencer, Iowa. ae 


Castro Valley, Calif., Anker M. J 
sen, pastor. The Faith Lutheran C 
has decided to support a foreign 


Remembered her church in her wy 
Miss Christine Andersen. of A 
Lea, Minn., left $11,000 to Trinity Ij 
theran Church, Albert Lea. The Ev 
Member Canvass of that church 
dicates that the congregation will | 
ceive $1300.00 a week during 19596 

Storm Lake, Iowa. Ried Neve, pay 
tor. This is a home mission con; 
gation largely supported by the I 
District by some $5,000 a year. 
church now has 289 baptized mem 
Its annual report gives indication 
a well organized church. The supps 
of Iowa District will cease by Se: 
Ist. By that time the debt of 1 
church will only be some $20,000. 


Indispensable. Here is a quote fro 
a recent letter: “The Ansgar Lu 
an is indispensable to us. We a ; 
look forward to its weekly arriva; 
Such letters cheer the editor! — 


Reedley, Calif., Rev. Clarence Lu 
Pastor. The Ebenezer Luth. Churd 
reports a steady growth especia ly 
the Sunday School. 30 new pup: 
have been added during the past yer: 
Six adults joined by confirmation ax 
three by baptism. i 

Coulter, Iowa. Pastor J. E. Ja cobse 
has resigned his charge at Cor 
of May Ist, 1959. He will be af: 
with the World Mission Prayer 
at Minneapolis, Minn. He will ; 
on part time basis in the — 
League. Part of his time will be 
to serve St. Andrew Lutheran Ch 
located at 49th and York St. It is 
ULCA congregation. p 


Sleepy Eye, Minn., Rev. J. E. . 
sen, pastor. Trinity Lutheran C] 
issues a fine report for 1958. 
recently completed a new chur 
new members were received 
the year making the baptized mi 
ship 404. The church has a 
about $40,000. It adopted a 
for 1959 of over $22,000.00 


(Continued on page 7) = 
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Bes rials and Comments 


WHY REGISTER FOR COMMUNION? 
M s. Don Nelson of Atlantic, Iowa, writes to us: 


any people have discussed the merits of having 


he custom in some churches, especially the larger 
s, of having the members give their names either 


ae 


ds therefore natural that some members may feel it 
range that they are asked to give their names in their 
yn congregation, in which they have been members 


he reason for this is only a practical one. The pas- 
likes to know who goes to communion. If he has 
ved a congregation for many years he will know 
attends the Lord’s Table. But if the congregation 
her large, it may be difficult for him to remember 
ames of all who commune. Then it is helpful to 
le to check the names in a record. There are three 
that indicate church membership. Attendance 
the services. Attendance at the Lord’s Table. Sup- 
srt of the church financially. 


therefore it helps the pastor to evaluate the mem- 
ship if he knows who goes to Communion. Let us 
strate: A person who never goes to Communion 
d hardly be asked to teach Sunday School or to 
ne a Church Council member. 


rt he pastor knows that some one never goes to com- 
nion, but is otherwise faithful in the church, he will 
3 able to minister better to that person. So it is for 
@ person’s own sake that he is asked to register. 


Je hope that the readers and our letter writer will 
1 this editorial note sufficiently clear. The reason 
istration is simply practical; it has nothing to do 
the communion itself. So go to Communion and 
er your attendance. It may help your pastor and 
> staff in the church office to help you. 
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RELIGIOUS, MILITARY CONFORMITY DON’T MIX 


The Durham (N. C.) Morning Herald has this to say 
about an important problem: 


Dedication of U. S. Army units to a patron saint is 
a strange development in a nation which has incorporat- 
ed into its Constitution the principle of separation of 
church and state. Yet in at least two military installa- 
tions, Ft. Benning, Ga., and Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo., a 
vigorous effort is being made to dedicate the infantry 
to St. Maurice. In an artillery unit in Korea a move 
is on foot to dedicate the artillery to St. Barbara. And 
plans are reported under way to dedicate the engineers 
to St. Patrick and the paratroopers to St. Michael. 


At Ft. Leonard Wood the pressures have been par- | 
ticularly vicious, although chaplains and men have pro- 
tested the move. The commander of the Second Train- 3 
ing Regiment has placed a picture of St. Maurice in the 
dominant position in the headquarters. Posters of the 
saint have been so widely displayed that one soldier 
wondered what political office St. Maurice was running 
for. 


The regimental commander wears a medal of St. | 
Maurice and has offered one to every soldier who asks 
for one. While he has not yet ordered the infantrymen 
to wear the medals, he has had placed in all the barracks 
of his regiment a wooden scroll with the inscription, 
“We live, fight and die for God, Country and St. Maur- © 
ice.” At a Roman Catholic mass for St. Maurice, held — 
on the field, awards for the entire regiment, such as 
“Trainee of the Month,” were made. Thus the whole 
training program of the regiment was integrated into 
a sectarian religious program. 


A committee of chaplains (including a Roman Cath- oe 
olic) investigated following protests made to the chief — 
of chaplains and recommended that the program aimed 
at making St. Maurice patron saint of the infantry be 
stopped at once. 


This recommendation should be carried out. The 
Army is made up of men from many faiths, who should 
remain free to live under the faith of their choice, as 
would be the case if they were in civilian life. There 
can be demonstrated a proper concern for their spiritual 
welfare without dedicating them to a saint, an act which _ 
is offensive to some, meaningless to others, and of sig- 
nificance to only a part. If those to whom it is signifi- 
cant wish to dedicate themselves individually to a saint, 
they may do so. But they ought not to be permitted by 
the military authorities to force others to submit to a- 
religious practice. 
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Church News from here and there 


MAKE CHURCH MEN’S 
ORGANIZATION MOST 
IMPORTANT, LUTHERANS TOLD 

The men’s organization in a local 
church should be the most important 
group in any community, in the opin- 
ion of a prominent Lutheran layman. 

Al E. Doerring, St. Paul, Minn., 
stewardship counselor for The Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church (ELC), told 
a national evangelism conference of 
laymen and pastors meeting in Madi- 
son, Wis. that an effective churchmen’s 
unit should train and draw out lead- 
ership both for the community and the 
church. 

“A man is not truly a member of 
the church until he is active in its 
program,’ he declared, emphasizing 
that laymen have a responsibility to 
exert a Christian influence upon the 
community in which they live.” 

The Minnesota layman said Chris- 
tian men should serve as active mem- 
bers of school boards, town councils 
and commercial clubs, as well as to 
educate their children to find local 
occupations in which they can con- 
tinue such leadership. 

Mr. Doerring, who recently was 
named executive director of the com- 
bined brotherhoods of the ELC, Ameri- 
ean Lutheran Church (ALC), and 
United Ev. Lutheran Church (UELC), 
replied to criticisms that there are 
“too many organizations in the church” 
and “to much activity.” 

“Let us never forget,” he stated, 
“that for every organization we dis- 
continue in the church, the world will 
replace it with a dozen.” 

Church activities, he stressed, should 
have but one purpose, “to win souls 
for Christ.” 

Mr. Doerring advised that to make 
church men’s groups more effective, 
they should “meet oftener” and find 
“more work to do” by opening up 
new channels of interest and chal- 
lenge. 

He indicated this could be accom- 
plished by analyzing the program of 
each local congregation and the needs 
of the community, and by “reorganiz- 
ing so that the most effective Kingdom 
work can be done.” 

The four major responsibilities of 
churchmen, he said, are Bible study, 
prayer, evangelism concern, and giv- 
ing financial support to local congre- 
gations. But the greatest need, Mr. 


_ Doerring observed, is for church mem- 


bers to “learn how to pray.” 


CHURCH SCORED FOR USING 
PROFESSIONAL PERSUADERS 

The Rev. Dr. Karl Herbert Hertz, 
professor of sociology and philosophy 


at Wittenberg College, Springfield, O., 
objected to the church’s using “pro- 
fessional persuaders under the illusion 
that the Gospel can be merchandised 
like cornflakes.” He condemned the 
practice of selling salvation by find- 
ing the “right color for the package” 
and the “proper premium to give in 
exchange for boxtops on Good Fri- 
day.” 

Under the barrage of this type of 
evangelistic material, Dr. Hertz said, 
“even the most sincere church execu- 
tive finds himself reaching for a gim- 
mick instead of the Gospel.” 

He defined this type of approach to 
evangelism as a “sophisticated version 
of Norman Vincent Peale” and said 
many of the younger clergymen have 
becume “as glib as clinical psycholo- 
gists at tossing around terms like 
‘anxiety’ and ‘security feelings.’ ” 

“To proclaim the Gospel,” Dr. Hertz 
said, “is to give a responsible answer 
to one’s neighbor. To treat one’s neigh- 
bor as an object and not as a person, 
as one to be manipulated rather than 
saved in the name of the Gospel is 
a travesty of evangelism and down- 
right blasphemy.” 


Dr. Hertz addressed the third an- 
nual.conference of evangelism leaders 
of the United Lutheran Church in 
America. 


CLERGYMAN SAYS CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP TOO EASY 


A Lutheran clergyman said _ at 
Cleveland that “it is too easy to be- 
come a Christian today” and he con- 
demned the practice of “adopting the 
methods of modern credit finance” in 
church evangelism programs that say 
“Join now, learn later.” 

The Rev. Dr. Edgar S. Brown Jr., 
New York, executive director of the 
Department of Worship of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, spoke 
to ULCA evangelism leaders from the 
United States, Canada and Puerto Rico. 

“If we do not accept persons for 
membership in our churches unless 
they have been properly instructed,” 
he asked, “do we have any right to 
assume that the sacred mysteries are 
to be glamorized like TV spectaculars 
in order to watch the statistics on 
our ‘sales charts’ soar higher and high- 
er, year after year?” 

Dr. Brown advocated an evangelism 
program that would have pastors “doff 
their collars and neat black suits to 
take up soap boxes and preach along 
the main streets on Saturday nights” 
rather than “pouring money into re- 
ligious soap operas for TV that only 
the initiated bother to watch.” 


HARDER TO JOIN COUNTRY 
CHURCH THAN CITY PARISH, 
PASTOR SAYS 

The pastor of a rural North Dak kx 
Lutheran parish admitted in Madis 
Wis. that it is often harder for 
outsider to become a member of 
country church than to join a 


congregation. ; 


The Rev. J. Elmo Agrimson, Tiog 
North Dak., said that an establish 
rural congregation, “especially if? 
has a strong tribal or nationalis 
makeup, is a very difficult group } 
enter.” - 

He said city parishes seldom fé 
this problem because of the “anon 
mous living” of their members. ~ 


Speaking to the National Luthen! 
Evangelism Conference, in session h 
recently at the County Fair Grounj 
arena, Mr. Agrimson blamed this ce 
dition partly on the widespre 
drought and depression which hit 7 
ral areas during the 1930’s. } 


He said he finds evidence that med 
of today’s rural church members ¢ 
part of “a beat generation,” whj 
demonstrates “little desire for pre 
ress, jealousy for outmoded pattes 
of congregational life, indifference 
new people, and cynicism toward ani 
thing big or from the city.” 4 

Mr. Agrimson asserted that for mas 
rural churches, evangelism has mea 
“recruitment, instead of invitation 
stemming from traditional competit# 
attitudes toward each other. “Chure 
es have fought to be served,” 
charged, “rather than to serve.” 

Such rivalries; he admitted, has 
often “fractured rural commu til 
leaving an unnecessary bad taste, - 
stead of a witness to the Shephe 

“Until the spirit of forgiving 1 
and concern for growing in statu 
spiritually is established,” he said, 
is impossible to talk evangelism ing 
country church.” he 

He defined evangelism for a ru 
congregation as “the contact strat 
of the Good Shepherd.” If a 


::it must be in touch with all kind S| 
people.” 

“Each individual has needs requi 
ing the concern of others.” Mr. Agi 
son observed. “The flock show 
quality of the shepherd,” he ¢ 
ed, adding that “the concerned a 


phere of the flock becomes i 
protection.” 


He called for increased partici 
by rural Lutherans in p og 


and for cooperation witha 
welfare groups “to apply 
news of the second chance to_ 
critically unhappy People.” « ~ 


~ ted 
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THE PRICE OF 
GOOD GOVERNMENT 


Re cent events in Cuba tell a story 
_ pure tragedy. It is only natural 
4 our Washington officials should 
h wonder and worry. There can 
_ little doubt but that the Batista 
gime was corrupt and = ruthless. 
hile the new Castro rule has still 
"prove its worth, its beginnings at 
ast are marked by violence and 
eo Some of our leaders, Sena- 

Morse and others, have already 
tered words of protest and warning. 
hat lies behind the scene is not 
ear. The writer asked one of our 
ational Lutheran Council leaders 
mversant with developments in this 
‘ea if the present struggle had a 
ligious background, whether the con- 
mtion might be between Roman 
atholic and freedom loving groups. 
ae reply was negative. However, it 
as indicated that Communism was in 
me degree involved. We do know 
so that American business interests 
_ deeply involved. If the United 
tes News and World Report version 
sorrect this may well be in excess 
a billion dollars. 


fou and I at this safe distance from 
_hot-bed of trouble can do little 
ange the course of events there. 
ean, however, learn some things 
pful to ourselves and indirectly 
to those responsible for govern- 
everywhere. Good government 
attainment. It does not come of 
wn accord. It only comes when 
d people seek it with diligence, in- 
gence and with an insistence on 
h moral standards. Dictatorships 
ploying force and violence beget 
er dictatorships more forceful, more 
lent. On the other hand, “govern- 
of the people, for the people 
by the people” can only succeed 
sn the people themselves are high- 
led, freedom-loving and self-sac- 
ng. It is all as simple as that —so 
ple, yet at times so very, very dif- 


. 
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Fhe Washington Observer 


By Gerhard Lenski 


THE LABORER IS WORTHY 
OF HIS HIRE 

Our Uncle Sam is not a poor pay- 
master. To be sure, he doesn’t offer 
fabulous salaries like those paid by 
General Motors or Bethlehem Steel. 
Still he does try to make the pay end 
of things so good that worthwhile 
service can rightly be expected. 

Take the case of the members of 
Congress. Report has it that they are 
the world’s most highly paid group 
of legislators. Annual pay for a Con- 
gressman is set at $22,500 a year which 
amount is much in excess of any salary 
paid even the best clergyman. A lib- 
eral pension is made available after 
ten years of service and many Con- 
gressmen, lame ducks and others, now 
enjoy it. Travel expense to and from 
home is computed at 20 cents a mile. 
There is a $1,200 stationery allowance, 
one of $400 for air mail and special 
delivery stamps, also an allowance for 
long distance phone calls and tele- 
grams. The minimum for clerk hire 
is $17,500. An extra $2,500 is supplied 
for equipment and clerk hire if the 
district served has more than a half 
million population. Modern and costly 
office quarters are provided with 
suites of three or four well furnished 
rooms. Some of life’s simpler needs 
are not forgotten. Free shaves, hair 
cuts and massages are provided plus 
the use of a swimming pool and a 
gymnasium to help keep our Congres- 
sional hero in the best physical trim 
at all times. It is all in good style 
and freely given. 

The other side of the case deserves 
mention. Expenses are high these 
days. This is more than true when 
two homes must be maintained, the 
old one “back home” and the new one 
in Washington. Also the element of 
a great uncertainty is always present. 
Where is there a Congressman who 
knows how long he will be a Con- 
gressman? 

Adding the score, it must be said 
that, while our Congressmen are well 
paid, they are not over paid. The pay 
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end is good—so good that the country 
can rightly ask and expect good serv- 
ice of them. In a large way, this is 
the kind of service they are render- 
ing. 


THE PROBLEM OF “TOO MUCH” 

The powers that be continue to be 
plagued with the problem of plenty. 
With our best endeavor—with a world 
of human need about us—we cannot 
consume the abundance we produce. 
Our farm surplus is mounting, mount- 
ing. Neither the Republicans nor the 
Democrats have found a way to con- 
trol it. This surplus mounts and all 
the while the cost to the tax-payer 
increases. How much of this surplus 
is wasted? How much of it finally 
spoils? We hear little about that but 
we venture the belief that the amount 


is shockingly large. 


What is the present situation? One 
year ago our national investment in 
surplus was $7.2 billion. Today it is 
in excess of $8.3 billion. We have 
enough wheat on hand to care for all 
our needs for the next two years, 
enough corn in storage to feed us and 
our cattle for a year and a half. 
Thanks to ingenious advertising, to 
more women and young people smok- 
ing, both the production and consump- 
tion of tobacco have increased these 
last years. (The cigarette increase for 
1958 was 4.4% over 1957 and 9% over 
1956. “After all, why be afraid of 
throat cancer when you have the new 
filter-tip?”) Cotton, for the while 
under control, is expected to go into 


a sizable surplus this year along with 


other basic crops too numerous to 
mention. 


The answer? It will be a wise man 
who can produce it. The simple fact 
is this—so long as human selfishness 
continues to be what it is, no true or 
satisfying answer will ever be forth- 
coming. This problem is more than 


an economic or political one. It is a 


moral and spiritual one and it will — s 
Just as 


only be solved on that basis. 


good government can only come from 


good people, so this problem of sur- 


plus will only be solved when the ; 


majority of our citizenry tackle it in 


spirit of Christian faith and steward- P 


ship. We hear little from our churches 


on the subject, but we would dare ~ 
to assert there is much here about — 


which they, with their preachers and 
consecrated laity, 
concerned and that—without delay. 


should be deeply 


A Jungle Dentist 
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A UELC Dentist Gives Six Weeks of Service 


To Mission in Peru 


By Eileen Jorgensen 


= The Peruvian night is noisy. The 
creaking of bamboo, the chattering 
of monkeys, the raucous sound of jun- 
gle animals, is mingled with the flut- 
tering of a heavy-bodied bird and the 
cough of the never far-away leopard 
Somewhere a dog barks, a child cries, 
silently 
~ calls to mind precious bits of God’s 


4 
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ra and a sleepless missionary 
x 


Word. 


With the dawn the tempo of sounds 
increase. Brilliant birds screech as if 
to call attention to their loveliness. 
The forest folk laugh, calling to one 
another in obvious relief that another 
day has come to take the place of the 
unfriendly night. The missionary, un- 
rested, is ready for the day with the 
same dedicated discipline which took 
her to the jungle in the first place. 

Something about her pale face and 
quiet manner causes her companion 
to ask, “How’s the toothache?” 


“Mean. It was hard to sleep.” 


r The toothache is mentioned no more. 
But it is not forgotten. All through 
the day, carrying out the multiple 
duties of their jungle job, the tooth- 
ache looms as a disagreeable delay. 
To endure the persistent pain will 
mean more sleepless nights, lowered 
efficiency and a general slowing down 

in the task of translating the Bible 
_ for a primitive Indian tribe. But hun- 

_ dreds of miles from civilization, a trip 
to the dentist could mean one or two 
weeks away from a jungle post. And 
_ the urgency of their task makes every 


_ day an important one. 


yaa 


But soon, in the jungles of Peru at 
least, if the missionary can’t go to 
_ the dentist, then the dentist will go to 
them! Carrying out this unusual min- 
istry will be Dr. Robert Wildrick of 
Castro Valley, California. Taking tem- 
_ porary leave of a busy practice in the 
_ San Francisco Bay area, Dr. Wildrick 
will spend about six weeks as dental 
_ missionary to the Summer Institute 
_ of Linguistics, their missionaries and 
_ children, and the Indians. Thus he 
fulfills what he calls “my little part 
_ in a big work.” 
_ And the “big work” is big. The 
_ jungles of Peru lie east of the Andes 
w= 


mountains. From the air they look 
like a lovely lush tableland, delicately 
interlaced by thread-like rivers and 
streams. But the trail and river trav- 
eler knows them to be virtually im- 
penetrable, seemingly unconquerable. 
Dotting these jungles are simple clear- 
ings, villages such as these Indians 
have lived in for uncounted centuries. 
In many of these villages the traveler 
could find missionaries, living the 
simple life and dedicated to bringing 
the Gospel to the jungle. Scores of 
them are associated with the Summer 
Institute of Linguistics, or the Wycliffe 
Bible Translators. They are doing an 
important work of philology, the 
worth of which is recognized by the 
Peruvian government. But even more 
important than their contribution to 
the education and civilization of the 
So. American Indian is their life-giy- 
ing message of salvation. 


Dr. Wildrick will fly to Peru in 
March, to Lima and then to the central 
jungle base at Yarinacocha. Here he 
will find that the mission family num- 
bers over 200, many of them with 
dental problems which can’t wait for 
furloughs or vacations. And here, too, 
he will find a modest medical clinic 
supervised by Dr. Ralph Eichenberger, 
a man of great ability and humility. 
In a letter to Wildrick, he states, “I 
would not burden you with extrac- 
tions.” These he considers routine, 
somehow managing to squeeze them 
into a practice that runs the gamut 
of the medical profession. 


The visit of the dentist to Yarina- 
cocha will coincide with one of the 
busiest months at the jungle base. 
Hand-picked men from 18 different 
tribes gather at the base for training 
as government teachers. Over two 
hundred of them, they are tribal lead- 
ers whose return to their tribes means 
an increase of education, and the en- 
lightenment of the Gospel. Many of 
these will sit for the first time in a 
dental chair and bare their teeth for 
the gentle ministrations of the doctor 
from California. 


Further plans call for Dr. Wildrick’s 
attendance at the annual conference c 
the translators, a prospect that pleases. 


Dr. Robert Wildrick of Castro V.: 
ley, Calif., will leave his dental pre 
tice in America for six weeks to “f il 
the teeth of some 200 people in t 


jungle of Peru. Z| 


= 
He considers it a rare privilege — 
serve these who have given their lit 
to serve others. He and Dr. Eiche: 
berger will also institute a flying de 
tal clinic for remote areas of the jug 
gle. 


A careful craftsman, Dr. Wildria 
will take with him an army fie: 
dental chair, a special motor for be 
drill, an air compressor for drills art 
water spray, certain other tools 
supplies. He feels burdened to 
form according to a high standard « 
excellence, a part of the stewardsh 
he considers his “reasonable services 

This stewardship of life is no : i 
concept for Robert Wildrick. An ae 
tive layman and a member of Fa 
Lutheran Church of Castro Va ex 
he long ago yielded his life to Gox 
for service. That dentistry see med 
the chosen field he has accepted a1 
enjoyed. But it has proven to b 
stepping stone to active witness 
for Christ. His profession now op 
to him a “great and effectual door 


To those who ask why he 
this trip, at great personal sacz 
and at his own expense, he has ar 
answer. “It is the answer to pra 
he says. “The Lord led me into 
tistry. He has preserved me in 
of danger. I must serve Him whe 
He leads me.” a 


Then a twinkle lights his kindl- 
blue eyes. “Maybe,” he con tinue ¢ 
“just maybe I can discover the si 
of head shrinking. Think how n 
easier it would be to make the 
tures fit!” eo. 


1 


The jungles may not reveal th 
secret of shrinking heads but there i: 
no doubt Dr. Robert Wildrick h 
ready uncovered the secret of st 
ing hearts. ¥ 


THE PIOUS LION. 
A Missionary walking along a jun 
gle path one day was suddenly 
fronted with a lion. Having no 
he decided that the only defe 
the circumstances was to get ' 
on his knees and pray. 
Later he noted that the lion al 
was kneeling in an attitude of | 
whereupon he approached the 
with the words “I perceive 
are a lion of prayer.” “Yes, pe 
the lion, “but make no mist 
it—I’m saying Grace!” 
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Le ie 2 


Letter From the Wahlgrens 


thas been quite awitie since we have written to you by 
ay of The Ansgar Lutheran. It seems that one is kept 
poy in this country that it is hard to find time to write. 
14 too, while we are away from the field, thoughts of the 
ork and people there are sort of pushed into the back- 
und of our minds. But every once in awhile they are 
brought forth in a rush and this happens especially 
nm we get a letter from fellow-missionaries or read an 
ticle in the “Sudan Blad,” a little monthly paper published 
: the Sudan Mission in Denmark. Such an article ap- 
red in the December issue and we should like to share 
h those of you who do not have access to that paper. 
. article was written by Sister Olga Grening, one of our 
ned nurses. She is Margaret Nissen’s co-worker at the 
on station in Dashen. She writes as follows: 


e had a happy experience in Dashen a few weeks ago 
our new dispensary was opened. It is a nice big 
ding with tin roof, cement floors, and real windows. It 
divided up into five rooms which are painted a nice blue- 
color. 


me of you will perhaps remember that when Margaret 
home on furlough last time she made a special appeal 
r gifts to make this building possible. Miss Grening ex- 

Sses her appreciation of those gifts and goes on to tell 
. difficulties they had in their old building which had 
two rooms. 


me of the two rooms was used for treating sores, and if 
1 know a little about tropical sores, you will know that 
ere they are handled no other cases can be taken care of 
use of the danger of infection. The other room was used 
toring medicine and giving it out, treating sore eyes 
id ears, and on ‘injection days’ (days for shots) those pa- 
S were also treated there. On such a day there could 
om ten to twenty patients and each time one of these 
d be examined, everything else would have to stop and 
ramaining patients wait outside until the new patient 
Ss examined. There was not much peace over the work 
ause most of the time there were mothers with small 
en crying, not to say anything about the ‘Bororo.’ 
e people are nomadic cattle herders and though very 
; s seem to be almost the world’s greatest nuisance. 
have to be asked the same question at least four 
s before one can get a satisfactory answer. 


nm connection with the dispensary we have ten huts for 
tients and most of the time they are more than filled. 
itiful to see how bad off many of them are when they 


E. NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 


_ Paul-Cushing Parish, Nebraska, 
‘Norman Freund, pastor. 18 new 
bers have recently been received 
ese congregations. 11 were by 
confirmation. 


port. 


at a great impression at he 
So recently. The con- 


was sponsored by the Lutheran Min- 
isterium. The fine spirit of coopera- 
tion was manifest in the publicity and 
support. The Lutheran laymen of the 
city gave the project unstinted sup- 


RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF 
CONGRESSIONAL MEMBERS 
Roman Catholics are more numer- 
ous in the 86th congress than any 
other denomination. The Roman Cath- 
olics have 103 members, 
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Mr. and Mrs. Donald Wahlgren, UELC missionaries to 
Sudan have been studying two years in Dubuque, Iowa, 
after five years of service in Sudan. Mr. Wahlgren expects 
to graduate from the seminary in June and be ordained 
before they return to Sudan. 


come. A young fellow by the name of Mopti was brought 
in. He looked almost like a living skeleton. At first I 
thought he had a large tumor but a closer examination 
soon showed that it was the spleen which was so enlarged 
it nearly filled the left half of the abdomen. I found out 
that he had malaria and four different kinds of intestinal 
worms. When he began to be a little better, a woman from 
the same village was brought in. She was, if possible, 
worse off. When I asked Mopti if that was his grandmother, 
he burst out laughing. ‘My grandmother?’ he said, ‘No, 
she’s my sister and she’s only seventeen years old.’ I 
thought that she looked more like sixty years old. It was 
only after she had been under treatment for a month that 
one could begin to see that she was a young woman and 
not an old grandmother. 


: 


Along the front of the dispensary there is a nice veranda 
with a view of the hills. On this veranda we gather every 
morning for devotions. The call to accept salvation in 
Jesus Christ is extended to all; may many—both heathen 
and Mohammedan—heed it. The battle is hard; we feel at 
times that Mohammedanism simply swallows us up here ~ 
in Tsambaland. But God has placed us here and we trust © 
that His Church will grow from the little mustard seed and 
develop into a great tree. 


This article is of special interest to us because we have —— ; 
been informed that on our return to the field next summer _ 
we shall be working in this same area while Margaret 
Nissen is on furlough. We have not worked in the Tsamba 
tribe before but we know it is a difficult place because of © 
the great inroads Mohammedanism has made there. We 
will need your prayers more than ever that we may be true — 
witnesses for Christ and be given power over the darkness ; 
there. 


In closing we should also like to thank all of you who > 
sent us greetings at Christmas. It is indeed encouraging 
to know that there are so many who take a personal in- 
terest in their missionaries. We often need the reassur 
ance that you are standing behind us in prayer. May you 
continue to “strengthen the weak hands and confirm the 
feeble knees” of your missionaries. 


Your friends in Christ, 
Donald and Marjorie Wahlgren and family 


House and 12 in the Senate. “The 
Methodists are second with 98. Pres 
byterians have 68, the Baptists 64, th 
Episcopalians 63, the Congregationa 
Church has 26 and the Lutheran 
Church 21, four senators and 17 in th 
House. 
From the point of view of the size 
of the Lutheran Church the Lutheran 
representation is poor indeed. The 
Lutheran Church is the third largest _ 
Protestant church, but it ranks as — 
(Continued on page 15) vik: 


91 in the 


SINS OF OMISSION 
CONFESSIONAL 
A former member of the Roman 
Church confided that what she missed 
in the Lutheran Church since having 


$ become a member is the “confession- 
' al.” She, of course, referred to the 
7 Roman requirement that members 


make a confession of their sins to the 
e priest. In this confessional it became 
di necessary for her to recognize and 
bs: openly acknowledge her sins. This 
was not what she missed as much as 
the assurance she felt she received 
from the priest’s declaration of for- 
giveness. It gave her something con- 
erete to which she might refer when 
doubts began to assail her, although 
jt was a frail thing to which she re- 
ferred. 

Whatever may be said for or against 
the confessional it may be said that 
it may help the conscientious person 
to deal realistically and honestly with 
sin. Since there is nothing comparable 
to this in the Lutheran Church, it is 
possible for “dodging” church mem- 
bers to put off reckoning with their 
sins. Wrestlers, although they know 

better, are apt to conclude—since it is 
-umnecessary to make confession to the 

- pastor—that all is well because there 
are no serious consequences from liv- 
ing a selfish and covetous life. 

A person may belong to a church 
without accepting any responsibility 
in the use of talents or in assisting 
with the finances. He does not need 
to acknowledge this as a sin, and 
even if he does, he need not repent 
of it in order to remain in good stand- 
ing. This is neither good for the sin- 
ner nor for the cause of the church. 
A person living in this manner will 
“ become callous to the sin, and this 
may easily result in loss of faith. It 
is not a light and frivolous thing to 
_ be a Christian because with it goes a 

responsibility. To be able to evade 
_ this and still naively assume that God 
forgives such deliberate and calculat- 
ed stinginess does not constitute a 
favor to anyone. A doctor does not do 
a patient a favor by shielding him 
_ from a knowledge of his ailment. Nor 
does the church do members a favor 
by neglecting to deal with sins of 
omission. The only Christians who 
become strong and useful are those 
_ who come to grips with their sins. 


is 
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This Business of T.V. 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 
Sir: 


More heat than light is usually generated in discussions concern- 
ing T.V. programs, movies, and their effect on the minds of young 
and old. Let’s talk about T. V. and view the total picture, not only the 
angle of whether or not it is good for children to see gangster pro- 
grams, or ‘“shootin’” westerns. ; ; : 

I feel that T.V. today is harmful almost entirely in the emphasis 
it places on what is already weak and innocuous in our society. I do 
not believe that its primary fault is that some children have bad dreams 
because of certain T.V. programs. Parents can solve that problem by 
turning off the T.V. set at strategic times. Anyhow, the main flaw in © 
the gangster and western type of program is not so much the fighting 
and the brute force they display as the fact that people who take them 
seriously come to believe that the solution to the world’s problems 
is simply to shoot all the “bad” people. Don’t try to change them or 
help them. Just shoot them. This oversimplification is far more harm- 
ful to our young people than the “scary” aspect of the shooting or 
the fist-fighting. On the other hand we must remember that things 
have always been so. I used to have nightmares from reading Grimm’s © 
fairy tales as a boy. Yet these were considered fine reading by almost 
all parents and teachers. These were more gruesome than most T.V. 
programs today. | 

But all this is not the main problem at all. The problem, as I see 
it, is this emphasis that is given to the weak, unmanly, soft, idle-rich 
aspect of our society. Take for example the program, “The Price Is 
Right.” I saw this one just once and nearly vomited. This program, 
perhaps more than any other, illustrates what is weak and sinful in 
our society. Sure, it is what the people want. But to put it on T.V. 
simply serves to make it fashionable for people to spend their social 
evenings in yet more materialistic conversation than has been the 
case heretofore. It is bad enough that people even care to discuss 
this material side of life occasionally. But when it becomes a thriving 
and popular form of entertainment—this business of naming the price 
of luxuries and the other goodies of American life—then it is no wonder 
that the Russians put a rocket in orbit around the moon before we 
did, and no wonder that they are beating us to the punch in so many 
other ways. We are just getting soft. While we sit around trying to 
guess the price of a toaster or a set of silver ware, the Russians are 
busy planning and working to do us in. Viewing it from a historical 
and also a military point of view I think it can safely be said that 
we will never be able to stand against communism by the simple 
paoces of making more and more luxuries possible for the American 
people. 

But all this is a problem of attitude more than a problem of wealth. 
Take the other T.V. programs—no you take them, I don’t want them. 
In the lower levels of hour-long innocuousness and unmanly singing 
there is an “idle rich” atmosphere which is not healthy. Easy listen- 
ing! Easy viewing! Easy living—even the commercials emphasize — 
this constantly. 

_To me, this is the real problem in T.V. and other forms of enter- 
tainment today. Ease. Materialism. Innocuousness. The absence of 
true art and drama. The kindergarten-level commercials. Frankly, 
if I have to choose between some of them and “Gunsmoke,” I'll take : 
“Gunsmoke” anytime. At least there is some drama and some realism _ 
in the latter. It is not high-quality drama, but at least it is manly 
At pop. the rabies does fips put a premium on innocuous or ridiculous 
songs or on the price of toasters—as if anyon e 
price of a toaster yone should care about the 

“The flesh-pots of Egypt” were the downfall of ivilization. _ 
The softness, innocuousness, and unmanliness of Te chelignties eel , 
its pleasure-bent attitudes is far more dangerous to its survival_AND 
TO ITS SPIRITUAL HERITAGE! than a bit of fist-fighting and shoot- 


ob ne 
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&. 
The Lord preserve us from the innocuous niceties o grams! e.” 
I would rather read a good book than see and hear tine thier he 
marks of weak-voiced men who have nothing in particular to say. 
And I would rather hear one of my children play the piano than see _ 
and hear these throaty-voiced pampered and preened females shout — 


meaningless four-letter words. d they call it singing!!! : 


Yours, 
Scrip Sundry. 
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TWO NEW FIELDS IN 
HOME MISSIONS 


bg By K. M. Matthiesen 


ts 


é Two new Home Missions projects are in the process of 
being established during the year 1959. One of these is to 
oe known as Charter Oaks—Covina, located in the Los 
Angeles area, California. The other is Thompson Grove, 
St. Paul Park, the St. Paul, Minnesota, area. 


_ The church site for the Charter Oaks Mission has already 
een purchased for $18,900.00. Negotiations are under way 
or securing a suitable church site in Thompson Grove. 
n both of these places it will be necessary to build “First 
Jnits” before the work can get under way. 


‘The Annual Meeting of the Board of Home Missions will 
ull pastors for this new work. As we launch out anew on 
sxtended work in Home Missions we solicit the prayers of 
he people of our Church that the Lord will add His blessing 
© what we as a United Evangelical Lutheran Church are 
indertaking in His Name. 

ee 

The need for adequate funds to be used in capital invest- 
nent is always with us. But we have faith in the cause for 
which we work and in our Lord’s command, that when we 
tart two mission fields at one time, we shall have the 
uecessary financial resources at hand when needed. In the 
ast our Church has always responded with the money 
vhen needed. 


will you kindly refer to the last page of The Ansgar 
Lutheran and read the appeal. There are four questions 
fhich Christians ask when investing their life’s savings. 
hese questions, with their answers are somewhat as fol- 
ws, when invested in the Church: 

s 


1) Who benefits from my money and for what is it used? 


Answer: Only the church benefits because every 
dollar is used when given to Church Extension. 


2) Is it safe? 


Answer: More than $3.00 of first mortgage money 
on church property secures every $2.00 invested. 


3) Can I get it back when I need it? 


Answer: Legally the money is returned upon ma- 
turity of the note, but in practice it is paid back when 
needed. 


3 ) What interest do I receive? 
Answer: It earns up to 4% interest. 


re not the words of Christ in Matthew 6:19-21 appli- 
ble to money that is invested in the Church for building 
e Kingdom: “Don’t pile up treasures on earth, where 
th and rust can spoil them and thieves break through and 
eal. But keep your treasure in Heaven where there is 
1er moth nor rust to spoil it and nobody can break 
rough and steal. For you may be sure your heart will be 
erever you keep your treasure.” M—(Phillips’ Transla- 


. ee 
oo = aie 


THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


Spiritual Emphasis Days 


Reverend James R. Otterness of Our Savior’s Luther- 
an Church (ELC) of Omaha will be Spiritual Emphasis 
Days speaker at Dana February 15, 16 and 17. 


Reverend Otterness has been at Our Savior’s since 
the spring of 1955. Before coming to Omaha, he served 
a number of congregations in the Philip, South Dakota 
area. 


After graduating from South Dakota State College, 
Rev. Otterness enlisted in the Navy during World War 
II and served as Naval Aviator. 


Six services have been scheduled, including the two 
Sunday morning services at First Lutheran Church, 
Blair. The times of the services and the themes are as 


follows: 
Strange Gospel of Christ 
Sunday 2-15 8:45 and 11:00 am. (First Lutheran 
Church) ““Disrespectable Grace” 3 
. 
Sunday 2-15 7:30 p.m. (Dana Chapel) “Disrespect- 
able Lives” 3 
Monday 2-16 9:50 am. (Dana Chapel) “Getting in 
on the Secret” “a 
7:30 p.m. (Dana Chapel) “For This 3 
: "  “Howte _ 
Tuesday 2-17 9:50 a.m. (Dana Chapel) “The Conflict — 


in your Own Soul” 2 


Danish Cultural Attache to Speak 


Mr. Carlo Christensen of the Danish Embassy in the 
United States will be a guest lecturer at Dana February 
19 at 8 pm. Mr. Christensen, the author of a number 
of books and articles about Danish and Danish-American — 
history will speak on “Danish American History and | 
Danish-American Literature.” 


In 1945, Mr. Christensen received a citation from 
President Eisenhower (then General Eisenhower) for 
brave conduct in the Danish Resistance Movement dur- 
ing World War II. He has also received the Cross of 
the Knighthood of Dannebrog from King Frederik the 
Ninth. 
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THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


OPEN DOORS 


The afternoon rush hour was on full blast in Chicago’s 
loop. People were pouring in all directions like a big 


bed of ants suddenly disturbed by a golf ball. 


As I stood on a corner at State and Madison, waiting 
for a light to stop blushing, someone accidently brushed 
my shoulder ever so slightly. People were moving so 
fast I didn’t zen see who did it, but I heard him say, 
_ “Excuse me.’ 

3 He had the time and inclination to be courteous even 
= at a rush hour. 

: Sometimes we find courtesy where we least expect it. 
_ For example, shortly after Uncle Sam pointed his strong 
_ forefinger at me I met one of the most courteous people 
Ihave ever known where I least expected to find him, 
in the Army. 


__ It happened when I was just a boy Friday, taking an 
_ occassional message over to Headquarters. One morn- 


magazine. 

_ “Pretty cold, isn’t it?” said someone. 

“Yes, it is,” I replied, without looking up just then 
; from the magazine. 

_“A'bout like some of the weather we have back home.” 
: I turned and looked into the big smiling face of a 
_ Major! You could have turned in my Pfc stripes for a 
_ Howdy Doody badge. An officer was smiling at me! 
Not only that, but he seemed willing to talk, and in 
such a friendly manner. We chatted like we were at 
é home eating supper with Ma and Pa. 

a ‘By that time the waiting-room was well jammed with 
_ GIs. 

_ Avslender colored soldier, wearing the customary red 
_ robe of convalescent patients, entered. Before my mind 
could even tick the Major jumped up, and with his big 


FORWARD 
WITH CHRIST 


By LeRoy C. Brown 


smile that came like new sunshine, said, “Here, take myj 
seat.” P-), 
And they chatted, sand-lot style. 


Pretty soon a who-gives-a-hoot type of voice called 
“Transportation ready for Headquarters.” Sounded li Pa 
a Sergeant who hadn’t had his coffee yet. He mee = ii 
that the ambulance was ready to take another soldi 
and me to Headquarters. Although we were quite well, 
from that hospital unit we always delivered ee 4 
in an ambulance. 7 

The Major glanced out a window and said, “I see myy 
transportation is out there, too, so I may as well go.” 

Then the Major, the other soldier and I, all enteredi 
that long hallway which led to the exit. 


We walked to the Major’s left, and tried to stay é 
step behind him, in line with military custom. But the 
Major was the type of person who kept falling back te 
our level, smiling and chatting all the while in a m . 
ner that carried me to sunny streets and friendly peo- 
ple. 


When we reached the exit I thought I would pract 
some courtesy, too. I intended to open the door for t 
Major. But he was ahead of me again. As he held t 
door open he said, “Go right ahead, men.” a 
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When we got outside (and this is the part some > 
erans may have difficulty believing, but it’s coma 
Major said, “No need for you men to ride over to Hi 
quarters in an ambulance, plenty of room for all of | 
in the staff car.” e 

This didn’t happen overseas where officers were some 
times tactfully courteous. It happened because courtesy sy | 
had become a natural habit for this man. When he 
overseas and there were food shortages, instead of being 
among the first to eat he always insisted on ia 1n- 
til last. my 


Compare his attitude with one of our camp con m. 
ers who used to “pull his rank” even on civilians. 
quently he would go into some store in a city near 
camp, “bantie-rooster” his five-foot frame up to the I 
of a line and demand, “Serve me first, I’m Col 
MeJullee ” His bluff usually worked, but not a 
One merchant told him that even if he were = 
dent he’d have to wait his turn. 3 


When this friendly, courteous Major comm 
field unit he used to go among his men asking 
you written home today, Frank? You have? = 
How about you, Charlie? No? Better ies 
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; YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 


ANNOUNCING 1959 CARAVAN TEAM 

FOUR DANA COLLEGE STUDENTS HAVE VOL- 
UNTEERED TO SERVE CONGREGATIONS IN AREA 
“SURVEYS AND VISITATION EVANGELISM NEXT 
Becaocen. 
: THE TEAM WILL ALSO BE PREPARED TO 
_ SERVE AS COUNSELLORS AT BIBLE CAMPS AND 
TO ASSIST LOCAL LEAGUES IN IMPROVING 
THEIR PROGRAMS. 
' YOUR CHURCH OR CAMP CAN HAVE THE SERV- 
; ICES OF THESE CHRITIAN YOUNG PEOPLE AT 
_ NOMINAL COST IF YOU WILL WRITE PROMPTLY 

‘TO THE YOUTH OFFICE FOR APPLICATION 
"FORMS. 
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home now. Must keep up the morale on the home front, 
you know.” 
_I don’t know where the Major is now, but I do know 
this—wherever he is he’s smiling, saying a kind word, or 
ening a door for someone. That was his nature. 
Then there was Jerry, the bus driver. He was too 
for the Army. Or he might have been in the first 
rld War. For many years he had driven a city bus. 
had a very courteous habit which thousands of peo- 
had observed. Jerry opened the door and always 
ke to everyone who came on his bus. No matter ii 
ne of twenty people, one right after the other, enter- 
|, each person received a friendly greeting. 
Passengers on Jerry’s bus seemed to be friendlier and 
ppier than people on other buses were, because cour- 
sy is contagious. 
Once he waited a few moments for an elderly lady 
-was hurrying for the bus. 
out oe breath she said, “Thank you—thank you 
er} mu 
She happened to sit ee me, and she continued speak- 
“Everyone has been so kind to me today! The world 
all of good, generous people.” 
looked at Jerry, and nodded agreement. 
ch year at Christmas Jerry received about two 
undred Christmas presents from appreciative custom- 


has retired now, but wherever he is I know he is 
g a door for somebody in more than one way. 


‘ talk freely of their problems in the presence of their ” 


Worship and Parents’ Night 
Mark Milltown Observance 


Preparations for Youth Sunday observance at Mill- 
town, Wisconsin, were in the hands of two special. com- 
mittees—one planned the morning worship service se- 
lecting those who were to be leading participants, the 
other made arrangements for the Sunday evening Par- 
ents’ Night. More than fifty different leaguers were in- 


volved in planning, ushering, singing, or speaking. a 


At the worship service on January 25 three leaguers x 
delivered meditations on the theme: “Forward With 
Christ.” Sara Hellerud spoke on “Forward With Christ — . 
In The Use Of His Word,” Marilyn Olsen on “Forward 
With Chirst In Our Certainty Of Him,” and Ardell © 
Hansen on “Forward With Christ As His Witnesses.” 


The discussion at the Parents’ Night was introduced — 
by a film and a panel. Both of these prepared the way 
for the lively discussion that followed. The film shown 
was the filmstrip, Together, prepared by the Luther — 
League Office. 


The panel of teenagers and parents was led by a 
senior, Judy Langhos. Other leaguers who participated 
were Rita Hansen, Larry Hopkins, and Julie Christoph- 
ersen. Parents on the panel were Marges Vavere, Mrs. 
Carl Olsen, and Carl Hansen. 


During the panel each parent and leaguer in the — 
audience was given a card upon which to jot down — = 
questions or comments for the general discussion that Bi 
was to follow. Questions covered the whole range of 
teenage activity from dating to the spiritual. The dis- — 
cussion proved so lively that it was necessary to bring = 
the two-and-one-half-hour meeting to a close while the 2 
group was still eager to continue talking. Discussion _ 
continued, however, over the lunch tables shared 2 iP 
mixed groups of parents and teenagers. 


Three tangible results mentioned by the participants: e 
were 1. a better understanding of and confidence in i 
parents gained by the teenagers in the opportunity to < 


elders, 2. the decision to establish a teenage employment — 
center in the village for summer employment, and 3. a_ 
new understanding and appreciation of teenagers by 


parents. 
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ee ee ee 
VALLEY FORGE 


by Ulysses S. Koons 


“When first | saw the wood-crowned hills at eve, 
The splendor of the low, descending sun 
Shone soft, reluctant that the twilight dun 
Should dim the winding avenues, or leave 
Thy stately monuments no dear reprieve 
For memory of those who nobly won 
A glorious prize—but, ah, their race is run, 
And sighs and tears cannot the past retrieve, 


And then, my spirit’s ken, 


through hast’ning night, 


Saw hov’ring o’er the heights a stern array— 
Thy warrior dead—in glowing, gleaming white, 


With white-hot swords—and heard their thund’rings say, 
“Oh, our land, keep thyself inviolate! 


1“ 


a A LIFE OF PRAISE 


_ Fill Thou my life, O Lord my God, 
In every part with praise, 

_ That my whole being may proclaim 
_ Thy being and Thy ways. 


- Not for the lip of praise alone, 

1 Nor e’en the praising heart, 

I ask, but for a life made up 
Of praise in every part. 


_ Praise in the common things of life, 
Its going out and in; 

Praise in each duty and each deed, 
a However small and mean. 


_ Fill every part of me with praise; 
Let all my being speak 

Of Thee and of Thy love, O Lord, 
Poor though I be, and weak. 


So shalt Thou, Lord, from me, e’en me, 
Receive the glory due; 

And so shall I begin on earth 
_ The song forever new. 


So shall no part of day or night 

_ From sacredness be free; 

But all my life, in every step, 

Be fellowship with Thee. 
—Horatius Bonar 


RELIGIOUS HABITS IN THE 
WASHINGTON HOME 

_ Martha Washington rose at dawn 
at all seasons, and—like her husband 
—entered immediately upon the day’s 
activities. It was her usual custom 
to make a morning call upon some 
y eighteen or twenty of her Negro wom- 


; 
< 
: Oh, land, our gifts do thou not desecrate! 


en, who were occupied with spinning 
or sewing for the household. It was 
her invariable rule, however, to re- 
tire to her own room after breakfast, 
and there spend an hour in prayer 
and study of the Bible—a practice 
which she never omitted, during at 
least half a century of her busy and 
varied life. Her Bible, which she kept 
on a table close to her bedside, was 
her never-failing comforter and friend. 
: . It was George Washington’s 
usual custom to join his wife in her 
Scriptural readings on the Sabbath— 
a day which he observed throughout 
his life with the respect and rever- 
ence instilled in his youthful mind by 
his sternly religious mother. 
—‘“‘From Washington, by Joseph 
Dillaway Sawyer,’ Vol. II (Mac- 
millan). 


THE TEST 
The test of a man is the fight that 
he makes, 
The grit that he daily shows, 
The way he stands on his feet and 
takes 
Fate’s numerous bumps and blows. 
A coward can smile when there is 
naught to fear 
When nothing his progress bars, 
But it takes a man to stand up and 
cheer 
While some other fellow stars. 


It’s the knocks that you take and the 
jolts you get 
The shock that your courage stands 
The hour of sorrow and vain regret 
The prize that escaped your hands 


FIRESIDE 


worth. - 

It isn’t the blows that you deal 4 
But the blows you take on this good 
old earth 7) 
That show if your stuff is real. 
—Biblical Recorder | 

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S PRAYER} 
“Almighty God, we make our earn- - 
est prayer that Thou wilt keep the» 
United States in Thy holy protection; ; 
that Thou wilt incline the hearts of! 
the citizens to cultivate a spirit of¢ 
subordination and obedience to Gov-- 
ernment; and entertain a brotherly 
affection and love for one another and 
for their fellow citizens of the United 
States at large.” And finally that Thou} 
wilt most graciously be pleased to 
dispose us all to do justice, to love : 
mercy and to demean ourselves with | 
that charity, humility, and pacifie 
temper of mind which were the char- 
acteristics of the Divine Author of our’ 
blessed religion, and without a humble: 
imitation of Whose example in these? 
things we can never hope to be a. 
happy nation. Grant our supplication, . 
we beseech Thee, through Jesus Chri 
our Lord.” 


TEACH US TO SHARE 
By Mary C. Adams 

God, Thou has given us so muc 
We have plenteous store! 
Teach us to share, to yearn, to care 
Teach us to love Thee more. 
Open our eyes, our ears, our he 
To every human need, 
Help us to glory in Thy light 
Instead of caste or creed. 
Let us not rest content and safe 
While hungry children call; 
Teach us to love as Thou hast loved 
Thou, who art Lord of all. 


THERE MUST BE A TIME T 
A stranger entered the Church after 
the sermon began, but he soon started 
to fidget. Turning to an old gentle 
man sitting beside him, he asked: — 
“How long has he been preschifas * 
ee years in this Chu ch 


Henderson: “Why are you in tl 
air force now? I thought you 
in the cavalry.” 

Peterson: “I got transferred.” ss 

“Why was that?” 

“Well, after an airplane inrow 
out, it doesn’t eenereny. walk — 
and bite you.” 


— 
. 
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f (Author of the “The Screwtape Let- 
ters,” and professor of medieval and 
Renaissance English, Cambridge Uni- 
versity, England.) 


_ I believe a man is happier, and hap- 
Py in a richer way, if he has “the free- 
born mind.” But I doubt whether 
the can have this without economic 
‘independence, which the new society 
is abolishing. 


For economic independence allows 
education not controlled by govern- 
ment; and in adult life it is the man 
who needs, and asks, nothing of gov- 
nment who can criticize its acts and 
‘snap his fingers at its ideology. 


2 
a 


3 Read Montaigne; that’s the voice of 
a man with his legs under his own 
table, eating the mutton and turnips 
‘raised on his own land. Who will talk 
like that when the state is everyone’s 
‘schoolmaster and employer? Admit- 

edly, when man was untamed, such 
liberty belonged only to the few. I 
know. 


- Hence the horrible suspicion that 
our only choice is between societies 
with few freeman and societies with 
“none. 
Z 


ee. Mother Must Know Best 


~ Again, the new oligarchy must more 
-and more base its claim to plan us 
on its claim to knowledge. If we are 
to be mothered, mother must know 
best. This means they must increas- 
gly rely on the advice of scientists, 
ill in the end the politicians proper 
become merely the scientists’ puppets. 


-Technocracy is the form to which a 
ned society must tend. 


Now I dread specialists in power 
cause they are specialists speaking 
jutside their special subjects. Let 
cientists tell us about sciences. But 
vernment involves questions about 
good for man, and justice, and 
at things are worth having at what 
e; and on these a scientific training 
‘es a man’s opinion no added value. 


Let the doctor tell me I shall die 
inless I do so-and-so; but whether 
life is worth having on those terms is 
more a question for him than for 


, will “ut forward the particuJar 
tension which the hopes and fears 
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Fears of a Scientific Global Welfare State 


i By C. S. Lewis 


of that agre render most potent. They 
“cash in.” It has been magic, it has 
been Christianity. Now it will certain- 
ly be science. Perhaps the real sci- 
entists may not think much of the 
tyrants’ “science’—they didn’t think 
much of Hitler’s racial theories or 
Stalin’s biology. But they can be muz- 
zled. 


Hungry Men Don’t Think About 
Freedom 


Millions in the East are still half 
starved. To these my fears would 
seem very unimportant. A hungry 
man thinks about food, not freedom. 


We must give full weight to the 
claim that nothing but science, and 
science globally applied, and therefore 
unprecedented government controls, 
can produce full bellies and medical 
eare for the whole human race: noth- 
ing, in short, but a world welfare 
state. It is a full admission of these 
truths which impresses upon me the 


extreme peril of humanity at present. 


We have on the one hand a desper- 


ate need; hunger, sickness, and the 
dread of war. 
In the ancient world individuals 


have sold themselves as slaves, in 
order to eat. So in society. Here is a 
witch doctor who can save us from the 
sorcerers—a war-lord who can save 
us from the barbarians—a church that 
can save us from Hell. Give them 
what they ask, give ourselves to them 
bound and blindfold, if only they will! 


Perhaps the terrible bargain will 
be made again. We cannot blame men 
for making it. We can hardly wish 
them not to. Yet we can hardly bear 
that they should. 


WANTED: Family to act as caretakers 
for Pleasant Hill Bible Camp located 
9 miles out of Greenville, Michigan. 
Home furnished for year round oc- 
cupancy. Grounds and camping facil- 
ities to be cared for. Bible Camp ses- 
sions from June 15 to September Ist. 
Free to accept additional outside work 
if desired. Write to Pastor Clarence 
E. Jensen, Greenville, Michigan for 
further information. 


13 


The question about progress has be- 
come the question whether we can 


discover any way of submitting to 
the world-wide paternalism of a tech- 
nocracy without losing all personal 
independence. Is there 
any possibility of getting the super 
welfare state’s honey and avoiding 
the sting? 


privacy and 


Let us not be deceived by phrases 
about “Man taking charge of his own 
destiny.” All that can really happen 
is that some men will take charge of 
the destiny of the others. They will 
be simply men; none perfect; some 


greedy, cruel and dishonest. 


The more completely we are plan- — 


ned the more powerful they will be. 
Have we discovered some new reason 
why, this time, power should not cor- 
rupt as it has done before? 


(Copyright Reserved) 


—Reprinted by permission of The 
New York Herald Tribune News Serv- 
ice. 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE ~ 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 
H. Lyle Guyer 


Quality Printing . 


@ Letterheads - Hoye loe ee 
@ Reports 

@ Booklets of All Kinds 

@ Parish Papers 

@ General Church Printing 


Write for Prices or Quotations 


Mail Order - Fast Service | 


e All Lutheran Materials F 
@ Books e J 
e Bibles fla 
@ Sunday School Materials i 
e@ Church Supplies 


Write for Catalog 


a a 


Lutheran Publishing House 
138 North 17th Street 


Blair, Nebraska . 
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TOTALS 


fog included in Synodical Quota. ** Of this total $4,279.51 is for Forward Phase. 
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cievd with thanks. Blair, Nebraska, February 7, 1959. 
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NEW AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 7) 
umber 7 in members in the congress. 
‘The reason for this is no doubt the 
act that the Lutherans are rather new 
no America except in the East. They 
o held on to the foreign languages 
ill the first world war. We feel sure 
hat the rapid growth of the Luther- 
i. church will soon change the picture 

n Washington as far as representation 

concerned. 


a 


4 BOOK REVIEWS 

varts of His Ways 

3y Rita F. Snowdon, Muhlenber 2 
_ Press, 78 pages, $1.25. 


ve read of late this is one of the 
Ost worthwhile. It is a British 
thor who has travelled widely and 
ead and observed. Scripture, poetry 
d meditation are well blended. Here 
2 two chapters that spoke to our 
art,  ““The Straight Furrow,” and 


This book makes a splendid 
ittle ‘gift book. 


ganized for Action 

3y Guido A. Merkens, Concordia Publ. 
a House, 125 pages, $2.50. 

“How to Build a Successful Parish 
Ogram is the theme of this book 
vritten by a pastor who has tried 
t the methods he suggests. He dis- 
uusses and makes definite sugggestions 
bout everything that might be done 
a congregation to integrate the 
mbers and make them faithful work- 
s both to God and the congregation. 
istors and stewardship committees as 
1 as evangelism committees will 
elcome the book. Section seven in the 
5 “The Night with Pastor Pro- 
m,’” seems very interesting and 
ht well be tried in many congre- 
ions in a modified form. 


HY I SHOULD JOIN THE CHURCH 
I ought to belong to the Church be- 
use I ought to be better than I am. 
ry Ward Beecher once said: “The 
ch is not a gallery for the ex- 
ion of eminent Christians, but a 
ol for the imperfect ones.” 

ought to belong to the Church be- 
e of what I can give it, as well 
“what I may get out of it. The 
ch is not a dormitory for sleepers; 
an institution of workers. It is 
a rest camp; it is a front-line 


bs 
. 


ought to belong to the Church be- 
e every man ought to pay his 
ss and do his share towards dis- 
ging the obligations of society. 
Church has not only been the 
er of good news of personal salva- 
it has been and is the supreme 
and conserving agency with- 
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out which “civilization would lapse 
into barbarism and press its way to 
perdition.” 

I ought to belong to the Church be- 
cause of memories—of things that will 
fade; memories of vows that are the 
glory of youth. 

I ought to belong to the Church be- 
cause of hope—hope that lives when 
promises are dead; hope that paves 
the way for progress; hope that pic- 
tures peace and social justice; hope 
for time and hope for eternity—the 
great hope that casts its anchor behind 
Jesus Christ. 

I ought to belong to the Church be- 
cause of the strong men in it who 
need reinforcing, and the weak who 
need encouraging. If I say that I am 
not good enough, my humility recom- 
mends me. If I sit in the seat of the 
scornful, my inactivity condemns me. 

I ought to belong to the Church, but 
not until I am ready to join a going 
concern; not until I am willing to be- 
come an active partner with Jesus 
Christ. 

—Daniel A. Poling 


FOOLS FOR CHRIST’S SAKE 
By Kirby Page 

Festus, the Roman procurator of 
Judea, turned to Paul and with a loud 
voice said, “Paul, you are mad; your 
great learning is turning you mad.” 
The apostle had just finished his de- 
fense before Festus and King Agrippa, 
speaking of his own conversion and 
testifying that “Christ must suffer, 
and that, by being the first to rise 
from the dead, he would proclaim 
light both to the people and to the 
Gentiles.” And to these men of power 
this had the ring of insanity. 

To the Corinthians Paul wrote: “I 
think that God has exhibited us apos- 
tles as last of all, like men sentenced 
to death; because we have become a 
spectacle to the world, to angels and 
to men. We are fools for Christ’s 
sake.” Earlier he had reminded them 
that the word of the cross is folly to 
those who are perishing. The Acts 
of the Apostles and the epistles a- 
bound with references to the prevail- 
ing attitude toward the Christians as 
one of derision and bitter opposition, 
and many martyrs died for their faith. 

All this was forseen by our Lord. 
He had undergone the experience of 
having his own mother and brethren 
come to take him home as demented 
and out of his mind. Men of authority 
accounted for his power by saying 
that he was possessed by Beelzebub 
the prince of demons. Time and again 
Jesus had warned his disciples that 
he would be crucified and that they 
would be hunted down. So severe was 
the persecution that the early church 
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bracketed the world, the flesh and 
the devil as their arch enemies. 

If Christianity and our present so- 
ciety get along harmoniously, it must 
be for one of two reasons—because 
our civilization is approaching the 
Christian level, or because Christianity 
has conformed to this world. Perhaps 
the most urgent need of the time is 
for the increase in the number of 
God’s fools who rely upon his “fool- 


ishness” and put their trust in his — 
weakness.” Be 
—Gospel Messenger * 
AMERICANISM 
What is true Americanism, and 


where does it reside? Its dwelling is 
in the heart. It speaks a score of dia- 
lects, but one language, follows a 
hundred paths to the same goal, per- 
forms a thousand kinds of service in 
loyalty to the same ideal which is its 
life. True Americanism is this: 


To believe that the inalienable 
rights of man to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness are given by 
God. 


To believe that any form of power 
that tramples on these is unjust. 


To believe that taxation without 
representation is tyranny, that govern- 
ment must rest upon the consent of 
the governed, and that the peor 
shall choose their own rulers. 


To believe that freedom must be 
safeguarded by law and order, and 
that the end of freedom is fair play 
to all. 


To believe not in a forced equality 
of conditions and estates, but in a 
true equalization of burdens, ge 
leges and opportunities. ee 


To believe that the selfish inteteste 
of persons, classes and sections must 
be subordinated to the welfare of th 
commonwealth. 


To believe not that all people are 
good, but that the way to make them 
better is to trust the whole people. 


ee Herald 


LIVE TO-DAY 

I would rather be ashes than dust! — 

I would rather that my spark would ~ 
burn out in a brilliant blaze than it 
should be stifled by dryrot. I would 
rather be a superb meteor, every atom — 
of me in magnificent glow, than ; 
sleepy and permanent planet. The © 
proper function of man is to live, not — 
to exist. I shall not waste my days 
in trying to prolong them. I shall us 
my time. . 
Jack London ~ 


Brotherhood Provider gave his family 


$10,000 extra protection now... 


for just $6.27 per week (on an 
annual basis)—and he gets all 
premiums back at age 65*. 


Like many of us, this man knew he really should 
have more life insurance while his children were 
growing up. 

But he thought he couldn’t afford more protection. 
His expenses were heavy, and he felt he should be 
saving for retirement, too. 


He found that Lutheran Brotherhood’s Brother- 
hood Provider Plan is specially designed to let him 
get protection and build savings. And here’s why: 


Actually, the Provider is like a savings account for 
him—with one tremendous difference: family protec- 
tion. His family is assured of an extra $10,000 if he 
should die. 


Free upon request—Beautiful full-color reproduction 
of the Reformation Window at right. Complete with 
historical legend. Large size (18” x 24”). Heavy stock, 
suitable for framing. Mailed in tube. No obligation, of 
course. Send your name and address today. 


LUTHERAN 
BROTHERHOOD 


701 Second Avenue South + Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 


Living benefits for Lutherans through life insurance 


When he is ready to retire, he can withdraw all 
the money he has deposited as premiums.* This 
means that he has had $10,000 insurance protection 
for 22 years as the interest on his savings. 


His Brotherhood Provider policy is a cash reserve, 
too. In time of need he can borrow up to the full cash 
value without losing the rest of his insurance 
protection. 


This is one of the reasons we say Lutheran Brother- 
hood offers living benefits for Lutherans. And the 
Brotherhood Provider Plan is just one of many in- 
surance plans tailored to help you protect your 
family and provide for your retirement years. 


Lutheran Brotherhood life insurance is sold only 
to Lutherans, and only by fellow Lutherans—at very 
low rates. Talk to your Lutheran Brotherhood rep- 
resentative, or write today. 


*Based on current dividend rate, which is not guaranteed. The actual 
amount may be more or less than the total of premiums paid in. 


e —— 


% 


Sc 0k OP 


Scqnenah < E SRT 
Sevan. ei 


Soa Fy 
% § 


Pry 


| i 3 


3e 


ics 
Zp 


Wie 
a 


"5 eM 


een 98 W 


+ 


